
POLICE TRAINING AND POLICING 

As Behaviour Analysts strive to focus on socially signifi-

cant issues and recent events have brough the conver-

sation of policing and race to the forefront. This edition 

will focus on how Behaviour Analysis have supported 

policing and training, not in relation to brutality or race, 

but general interventions that have supported them to 

become more effective. If you are interested in learning 

more about race from a Behavioural perspective and a 

conversation had previous with professionals in July 

then please read my blog post about Diversity and In-

clusion in Applied Behaviour Analysis (ABA). This blog 

discussed a paper by Matsuda (2020) and a conversa-

tion shared with colleagues about race, inclusion and 

diversity within the field.  

Behaviour Analysts have investigated supporting police 

in reducing paperwork and crime prevention. Domarsh 

et al (1980) discussed that police often completed re-

ports many days after crimes had happened and that 

many Assistant District Attorneys had to ask for supple-

mentary information. Administrations is important part 

of policing and can be time consuming, although pa-

perwork should be done promptly and accurately to 

ensure prompt and effective prosecution. These re-

searchers introduced the use of a Case Preparation 

Room, where there were designated administrators 

and officers would record all the relevant information 

on an audio tape and then reports would be complet-

ed. This procedure had a positive impact on the reports 

and prosecution. The researchers reported that the 

feedback from the Assistant District Attorney was posi-

tive.  

Schnelle and his colleagues  (1975, 1977 & 1978) inves-

tigated a variety of different approaches to patrol and 

their impact on crime, specifically burglaries. In the 

first study in this review they developed a specialised 

home-burglary patrol, however this produced no differ-

ence in burglary rates. The specialised home-burglary 

patrol worked in pairs to patrol zones assigned to the 

intervention between the hours of 8am and 4pm. They 

did however note there was an increase in arrests 

(Schnelle et al, 1975). They also investigated increasing 

patrol cars and compared day and night patrols and 

found a decrease during night time in the rates of bur-

glary (Schnelle et al, 1977).  In regards to the walking 

patrol, they found that citizens increased in their crime 

reporting behaviour, although it is considered that a 

large portion of crimes go unreported, so this is posi-

tive (Schnelle et al 1975). Further the use of helicopter 

patrol was examined in the impact on burglary and 

found that during the intervention phases (helicopter 

patrol) there was a decrease in the number of burgla-

ries committed (Schnelle et al 1978).   

Researchers have also investigated training around ap-
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Welcome to the August edition. In this edition, re-

search around police training and policing has been 

explored. There is a fun outdoor art activity involving 

colouring geometric shapes and I have celebrated the 

career of Timothy Vollmer. Also, there is a product wish 

list for outdoor toys, the definition of Autoclitic and 

included a variety of up-coming events. Check out the 

free RBT course in the study tip section too! Have a 

great month  

Kirsty Angel M.Sc. BCBA (Author)  
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STUDY TIPS 

Check out this free 40-hour Registered Behavioural 

Technician (RBT) course (and it will be free forever!) 

from Autism Partnership Foundation. This is a wonder-

ful opportunity for anyone who is interested in deepen-

ing their understanding of ABA, and wants to progress. 

TERMINOLOGY 

Autoclitic: This is a piece of verbal response that chang-

es the function of another verbal behaviours, for exam-

ple “I think” changes the statement because it weakens 

the strength of the statement, for instance “I think it’s 

getting colder”, implies there is a level of doubt or inac-

curacy in the statement.  

PRODUCTS 

As we will be soon approaching Autumn, you should 

check out this Summer time wish list. These toys will 

help you make the most of the outdoors.   

prehending criminals, as the use of force has been 

questioned. O’Neill et al (2019) investigated police 

academy training for defensive and control tactics. In-

troducing task analyse to teach these tactics to ensure 

skill acquisition and measuring these supported the 

effectiveness of the training of theses skills. They found 

performance feedback to be integral to supporting 

effective training.  

Behavioural science can support police in reducing 

crime, increasing effectiveness of policing and their 

duties, and also in improving the training that is deliv-

ered. These could have an incredible social impact that 

would help police who work hard to protect and serve 

the public. In addition, it could help to be more cost-

effective and reduce criminal activity. Understanding 

the behavioural principles and applying these to each 

of these areas is critical and is important for research-

ers to continue to explore this.  
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Next month we’re looking at Bullying, so be sure to 

subscribe so you receive the next exciting edition.  

Please contact me via email with feedback or to sub-

scribe (simply include ‘SUBSCRIBE’ in the subject or 

message) to busyanalyticalbee@gmail.com and please 

check out the Facebook, Twitter and Pinterest Page, 

and website.  

NATURAL ENVIRONMENT TEACHING (NET) IDEA 

This months activity idea is to make a geometric 

pattern in your garden with tape and chalks. You can 

make the guide in a square shape (or another shape 

you like). The picture below shows an idea for a square 

shape. You can ask your learner to help you make the 

shape, this will allow opportunities to request tape, or 

for the to request you to make certain shapes (mand: 1

-10M). You may need the child to cut the tape in places, 

or they hold the tape and you cut with scissors. Once 

you have your pattern guide ready then you can start 

colouring in (IP*: 12b, 13e). Use a variety of colours to 

make the pattern look really cool. This will allow oppor-

tunities to receptively identify or label colours, shapes 

and actions (LR**: 10b, 10c, 8M. Tact: 10d, 10e, 8M). 

This can make it more motivating for children to engage 

in colouring activities, and writing on walls can help 

build up their motor strength in their hands and arms 

and their hand-eye co-ordination. This could also be an 

independent play activity if the guide is placed and the 

child is allowed to colour independently (IP*: 13M. 

14M) This may also be an activity that is shared with 

peers, to help sup-

port social skills 

(SBSP±: 8-11M).  

Preceding skills reference 

to the VB-MAPP Assess-

ment tool: 

 Sundberg, M. L. (2008) 

Verbal Behavior Mile-

stones Assessment and 

Placement Program: The 

VB-MAPP. Concord, CA: 

AVB Press.  

*IP: Independent Play 

**LR: Listener Respond-

ing. ±: Social Behavior and 

Social Play  

PEOPLE WHO INSPIRE US 

Timothy Vollmer has made an amazing contribution to 

the field with over 18 years and has published over 140 

articles and book chapters. He received his Ph.D in 

1992 from the University of Florida. He then spent 4 

years at the psychology faculty at Louisiana State Uni-

versity and then another 2 years at University of Penn-

sylvania Medical School. In 1998, he returned to the 

University of Florida and is now a Professor of Psychol-

ogy there. He has received the B. F. Skinner New Re-

searcher award in 2004. He has also previously been 

the Editor Chief of the Journal of Applied Behavior 

Analysis (JABA). You can learn more about Vollmer by 

visiting his ABAI page. 
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EVENTS 

Due to COVID-19 large gatherings are still prohibited. 

You can still collect CEUs and learn at home. I have put 

together a list of some fantastic online resources, 

webinars and podcasts, which you can check by click-

ing this link. 

Child Autism UK are delivering courses online. There 

are a variety of topics including Behaviour Manage-

ment, Introductory Tutor Training and Social skills and 

Playdates. Check out the page for more information 

and to book your place.  

Vincent Carbone will be leading a Virtual Conference 

on the 9-11th of November. The 9th will be first work-

shop which will focus on Teaching Early and Advance 

Manding and Early Social Skills. The second workshop, 

10-11th will focus on using the Essential For Living As-

sessment and Curriculum. You can attend both events 

(£350), or individual events (9th: £130, 10-11th: £260). 

To find more information visit the website.  

Association of Contextual Behavioural Science (ACBS) 

UK and Ireland Chapter is holding their 4th Conference 

in Manchester and Online on the 16th and 17th No-

vember. This conference will be around Acceptance 

and Commitment Therapy (ACT), Behaviour Analysis 

and Relational Frame Theory. Visit the website for 

more information  

Association of Behavior Analysis International (ABAI) 

will be hosting  a conference in Dublin, Ireland in Sep-

tember 2021. To learn more, visit the event page. 

Picture used with permission from 

owner. 
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