
MUST READS FOR THERAPISTS 
If you read anything to inform your practice, ensure it is 
one (or ideally all) of these papers!  

Firstly a great article by Robert Schramm called ‘Seven 
Steps to Earning Instructional Control with you Child’.  
Robert Schramm has explained perfectly seven simple 
steps to follow that will help you gain Instructional con-
trol. This article is aimed at parents, although therapists 
new and old can learn from this. If you are starting a 
new role as a therapist, then these are the steps you 
need to follow. Also if you have been working with a 
child for a while and feel that instruction control is poor 
refer to this article and you may realise there is a step 
you’re not being consistent on. Instructional control is 
essential for effective teaching, so read this article to 
make sure you’re getting it right! 

The second is a chapter ‘A  behavioural Analysis of Mo-
tivation and it’s relation to Mand training’ by Mark 
Sundberg. Mark Sundberg explains the terminology and 
how we can to use the term ‘Establishing Operation’, 
also known as the EO, although is commonly referred to 
as ‘Motivational Operation’ or the MO. For any success-
ful mand training, it needs to be founded on a strong 
EO.  Mark Sundberg discusses in great detail varies level 
of manding, from manding for items/tangibles to mands 
for information.  

The final paper, which has had an incredible impact on 
the field is ‘Some current dimensions of Applied Behav-
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iour Analysis’ by Baer, Wolf, and Risley. In this paper 
they discuss the fundamental aspects of working in ABA 
and these seven dimensions set the standard that we 
strive to achieve. All programmes are behavioural and 
effective. The intervention must be socially significant, 
demonstrate generalisation and be responsible for the 
observed change in the behaviour. The intervention 
must be easy to replicate, because the description of 
the procedure is precise.  The intervention must also 
rely on empirical theories and research within the field 
of ABA.  

I strongly recommend you read these for yourselves, 
although there are many great papers out there I feel 
these three set a great foundation for any behaviourists 
developing understanding. 

Baer, D. M., Wolf, M. M., & Risley, T. R. (1968). Some 
current dimensions of Applied Behaviour Analysis.  Jour-
nal of Applied Behaviour Analysis, 1, 91-97. 

Shramm R., “Seven Steps to Earning Instructional Con-

trol” - http://knospe-aba.com/cms/us/aba-info/aba-

articles/the-7-steps.html 

Sundberg M.L. A behavioral analysis of motivation and 
its relation to mand training. In: Williams L.W, edi-
tor. Developmental disabilities: Etiology, assessment, 
intervention, and integration. Reno, NV: Context Press; 
2004. pp. 1–22. 

Welcome to the first  edition of Busy Analytical Bee 

Newsletter. This is aimed at therapist and tutors current-

ly working within ABA. We will be discussing research or 

interviews,  events, and NET ideas! We hope it will be 

beneficial! Enjoy. 

Comments, questions or feedback? Please contact busyanalyticalbee@gmail.com 
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STUDYING FOR THE BCBA/BCaBA? 

If you’re having difficulty revising here is a helpful trick 

- it is essential that you use more than one source to 

revise from, although Cooper and Heron  - the “White 

Bible” is essential if you’re considering  the Masters 

degree or becoming Board Certified. Look at your revi-

sion material/s and calculate the amount of chapters/ 

modules and then work out how much time you have 

until the exam date. Divide it up so you can spend a 

week or a fortnight revising each chapter intensively. 

Allow yourself a week or two before the exam date to 

go over any areas you felt were your weakest and 

brush up on any additional information.  

Please share any tips by emailing us! 
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NEXT MONTH 

In the next addition we will be discussing research surround-

ing PECS vs Sign.  This is an important decision when develop-

ing a programme for a non-verbal child. We will also have 

more tips and NET ideas. 

Got any ideas you want to share please email us at  

busyanalyticalbee@gmail.com or to subscribe email this ad-

dress with the word ‘SUBSCRIPTION’ in the subject.  

EVENTS 

A workshop is being presented by Dr Christos Nikopou-

los BCBA-D  to develop deligates understanding of video 

modelling. Video modelling is a superior tool in teaching 

skills to children with ASD. If you wish to attend the 

workshop will be held on Saturday the 14th of June, in 

Ramada Encore London West. The price to attend is 

£50.  

For more information visit http://aba-easysteps.co.uk/

wp/products-page/seminars/video-modelling-in-autism-

treatment-2/ 

  

A workshop for therpaists, teachings and behaviour ana-

lysts will be run by Margaret Hagerty, BCaBA and Carole 

Roxburgh, BCBA, who are both outreach consultants for 

Carbone Clinic. The workshop will focus on teaching us-

ing Verbal Behaviour methods and will be a great work-

shop for therapists to develop their understanding of 

teaching. The workshop will run over two days and 

deligants can choose from attending on the 6-7th or 8-

9th of October 2014. The workshop will be held at the 

Hilton Cobham, Surrey. The cost is £350 for early bird 

(prior to the 31st of August) 

 

For more information visit http://

thebehaviourchangeclinic.com/dr-carbone-conference 

Comments, questions or feedback? Please contact busyanalyticalbee@gmail.com 
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NET IDEAS 
 

Messy play using shaving foam for early learners. 

Shaving foam is a great activity although it can be 

messy! Increase manding for shaving foam and colours 

(by using food colouring) or rice for a new texture. For 

young children that are advanced learners you can en-

courage manding for actions, for example spray/squirt 

or pour. For simple instructions you can use Motor Imi-

tation (copy me), Receptive or tact responding of col-

ours or actions. You can use laminated picture of rein-

forcing TV characters to hide in the shaving foam or 

practise writing for encouraging fine motor skills. Be 

prepared to get messy and have lots of fun! 

TERMINOLOGY 

Behavioural Momentum  

Behavioural Momentum is when you build up compliance by 

using a series of high probability responses and then follow it 

by a low probability response. An example of this is a child 

who has difficulty transitioning and the therapist uses simple 

Motor Imitation or simple intraverbals instructions to build 

up compliance before presenting the demand “Let’s go”.  

Typically you would use 3 or 4 HPR before presenting the 

difficult demand.  You can try this at home if you want some-

one to do a chore! Good Luck! 

Heard a term you’re not sure of? Or finding it difficult to re-

late it to real life? Email it to busyanalyticalbee@gmail.com 

RBT 

The Behaviour Analyst Certification Board (BACB) will soon 

be accepting applications the new ‘Registered Behaviour 

Technician’ (RBT) certification. The RBT is defined by the 

BACB as a “paraprofessional who practices under the close, 

ongoing supervision of a BCBA or BCaBA “. The role of the 

RBT will be to implement programmes advised by the con-

sultant and follow Behaviour Support Plans. The RBT will not 

be able to develop interventions themselves and their super-

visor will be responsible for the RBT’s work. To qualify you 

need to be over 18 and complete a 40 hour training pro-

gramme and successfully pass a competency assessment. 

You do not need to hold a University degree.  If you want to 

find out more, go to the BABC website (www.bacb.com) and 

discuss supervision options with your current supervisor. 
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