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BUSY ANALYTICAL BEE 

This is the Second Anniversary of Busy Analytical Bee. It 

was distributed to a handful of people, colleagues and 

friends in the field I knew at the time, in 2014. Over the 

past two years Busy Analytical Bee has developed and 

changed. I am very grateful to have over 300 subscrib-

ers and a fantastic following on Facebook and twitter. 

When I created the newsletter two years ago, I wanted 

to create something that allowed professionals working 

in Applied Behaviour Analysis (ABA) to access a wealth 

of knowledge in one place. I, personally, found it diffi-

cult to access information about research, events and 

ideas around ABA without searching various different 

Facebook pages, websites and forums. I wanted to pro-

duce something that provided all this information.  

I always am very keen to develop my own understand-

ing of ABA and support the dissemination of the field. 

The applications of ABA are endless and in the previous 

editions. The first ever edition reviewed three recom-

mended reads which included the famous paper by 

Baer, Wolf and Risley (1957), a paper about developing 

Instructional Control by Schramm and a paper discuss-

ing Motivational Operations in relation to mand train-

ing by Sundberg (2004). Since then I have covered 

littering (prevention and encouraging people to use 

bins and recycling), depression and Acceptance Com-

mitment Therapy (ACT), Verbal Operants and Organisa-

tional Behaviour Management (OBM) to name just a 

few. I love the infinite possibilities and learning about 

the application of the principles to all these areas. Busy 

Analytical Bee will continue to strive to develop as a 

newsletter, and disseminate and promote ABA.  

I would like to take this opportunity to thank all the 

subscribers and followers that have received the news-

letter over the past two years. If you have any sugges-

tions or comments I would love to hear from you. Any-

one can email me at busyanalyticalbee@gmail.com. I 

would be extremely grateful. I look forward to another 

year of learning, disseminating and developing. 

Kirsty Angel M.Sc. BCBA 

Busy Analytical Bee  
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Welcome to the June edition, which is a special Second 

Anniversary edition. In this edition there is a brief over-

view of Busy Analytical Bee to celebrate the two years 

and an interview with Georgiana Barzey BCBA from All 

Behaviour Consultancy. Also we celebrate Jane 

McCready’s hard work and there is a great arts and 

craft activity. 

Kirsty Angel M.Sc. BCBA (Author)  

Comments, questions or feedback? Please contact busyanalyticalbee@gmail.com 

RESEARCH AND PRACTICE: 

THE HEART AND SOUL OF ABA 

The field prides itself on being founded on scientific 

evidence and being socially significant. In 1968, Donald 

Baer, Montrose Wolf and Todd Risley wrote their influ-

ential paper, which is still referenced today, and is fun-

damental to the field, it’s practise and it’s research. 

This paper discussed some core dimensions of Applied 

Behaviour Analysis (ABA) which are: 

 Applied: The interest society has in the subject 

matter 

 Behaviour: Focusing on observable behaviour 

 Analytic: Demonstrating control over the occur-

rence or non-occurrence of the behaviour.  

 Conceptually Systematic: Based on the principles 

of Behaviour Analysis. 

 Generality: Behaviour change lasts over time and 

across settings. 

 Effective: Treatment has a substantial affect on 

behaviour change and is cost-effective. 

 Technological: Techniques and procedures are 

outlined and described accurately (Can be easily 

replicated). 

At this time the Journal of Applied Behavior Analysis 

had just been founded and the application of Behav-

iour Analysis was growing. Baer, Wolf and Risley said 

“the differences between applied and basic research 

are not differences between that which "discovers" and 

that which merely "applies" what is already known. 

Both endeavors ask 

what controls the be-

havior under 

study.“ (Baer, Wolf & 

Risley, 1968, page 1). 

This statement discuss-

es the field as a whole;  

practitioners and re-

searchers working to 

achieve the same goal; understanding behaviour 

through controlling environmental variables. 

This paper was written nearly 50 years ago, and since 

then, a lot has changed. There is now a wealth of re-

search for us to rely on, supporting the approach in 

many journals and publications, including the Journal 

of Applied Behavior Analysis (JABA), Journal of Experi-

mental Behaviour Analysis (JEAB), The Behavior Ana-

lyst, to name a few. Also many universities around the 

world, offering courses in Applied Behaviour Analysis 

and the Behavior Analyst Certification Board (BACB®; 

www.bacb.com) offering certification and setting pro-

fessional and ethical standards. The BACB® guidelines 

(Professional and Ethical Compliance Code for Behav-

iour Analysts) state that Behaviour Analysts should rely 

on scientific knowledge, attend workshops and confer-

ences and keep up-to-date with research. Associations 

within the field (UK Society for Behaviour Analysis (UK-

SBA), Association for Behavior Analysis International 

(ABAI), and more) enable us to do meet and uphold 

these standards.   

All Behaviour Analysts can agree that scientific evi-

dence is integral to everything we do. This is some-

thing the field prides itself on. Although, according to 

Kelley et al (2015) and Critchfield (2011) there is divide 

within field between practitioners and researchers. 

Kelley et al (2015) reviewed research and analysed 

how much research is produced by practitioners. They 

discuss in the paper that professionals who have re-

ceived certification from BACB® increased by 13,00 in 

seven years (18,000 professionals certified in 2015) 

and also state that “some reports suggest that the 

number of new researchers may be stable or even de-

creasing”. This is extremely shocking for a field that 

places so much emphasis on research.  This may pre-

vent the advancement of the field. One solution would 

be for practitioners to conduct applied research, alt-

hough there are a few problems, for example obtain-
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STUDY TIPS 

If you have already booked the exam, or know which 

exam period you will apply for, divide your study time 

by the areas on the task list. This way you can spend an 

allocated amount of time to each area. Also keep two 

weeks before the exam free so you can go over any 

areas that you need to review.  

PRODUCTS 

Preparing for the Board exam? This wish list has some 

great books that will help you revise! It is advised that 

you use more than one revision tool so have a look at 

these books and consider other tools for studying. 

EVENTS 

Carole Roxburgh BCBA and Jamie Weinlein BCBA of the 

Carbone Clinic will be running a hands on training for 

teaching Verbal Behaviour. This will run from 12-14th 

July in Chester. For more information email Carole di-

rectly at croxburghcarboneclinic@gmail.com. 

Child Autism UK offer a variety of courses throughout 

the year. There are courses including “Increasing moti-

vation”, “School Shadowing” and  more! 

The Applied Behaviour Analysis Forum (ABAF) hold reg-

ular meetings for their members. They will be releasing 

dates for  2015, so for more information you can go to 

their website http://www.abaf.org.uk/forum, also you 

can email Nick Barratt on Nick.Barratt@dimensions-

uk.org to become a member and join the mailing list. 

Knopse ABA is offering an Introductory ABA/VB work-

shop “Be your child’s best teacher” on the 5-6th of No-

vember 2016. The workshop will be held in Hannover, 

Germany and presented in English and German. For 

more information, go to the website for a break down 

of topics covered within the workshop, and for contact 

details if you wish to book a space, contact them di-

rectly via email (info@knospe-aba.com).  

Lesley Love M.Ed, BCaBA is offering course for organi-

sations and groups that covers introductory topics of 

ABA, entitled “Small Changes, Big Impact”, and costs 

£750. If you are interested in this course than please 

contact Lesley directly via email for more information.   

Daisy Chains are offering two workshops on the 7th of 

July in Middlesex. This covers Intensive Teaching  (9-

12:00), and Natural Environment Teaching (1-4:00), 

£59 for both (£35 each). Email them to book a place. 

ing interobserver agreement, ethical approval, etc.. 

This would be great because practitioners are imple-

menting interventions that are socially significant and 

are being implemented in applied (natural) settings. 

Critchfield (2011) also touches on this issue when he 

discusses ABAI and their support for behaviour Ana-

lysts. In his essay, he discusses that there is a divide 

amongst Behaviour Analysts and that researchers feel 

under-represented by within ABAI. He suggests that 

researchers have their own association as this will 

“ensure that each community has a strong, independ-

ent association representing its interests”. This could 

possibly reinforce this divide between practitioners 

and researchers. Critchfield, positively, says “focused 

associations have a good chance of achieving their re-

spective goals, which means that practitioners and sci-

entists alike should be better off. This point contradicts 

the original point by Baer, Wolf and Risley, in 1968. All 

Behaviour Analysts, whether they are researchers or 

pracitioners, have one goal to understand “what con-

trols the behavior under study” (Baer, Wolf & Risley, 

1968).  

BACB, Professional and Ethical Compliance Code for 

Behavior Ana-lysts. Behavior Analyst Certification 

Board, 2015. http://bacb.com/wp-content/

uploads/2016/03/160321-compliance-code-english.pdf  

Baer, D. M., Wolf, M. M., & Risley, T. R. (1968). Some 

current dimensions of Applied Behaviour Analysis.  

Journal of Applied Behaviour Analysis, 1, 91-97. 

Critchfield, T. S., (2011). Interesting times: practice, 

science, and professional associations in Behavior 

Analysis. The Behavior Analyst, 34, 297-310. 

Kelley, D. P., III, Wilder, D. A., Carr, J. E., Lipschultz, J., 

Rey, C., & Green, N. (2015). Research productivity 

among practitioners in behavior analysis: recommen-

dations from the prolific. Behavior Analysis in Practice. 

doi:10.1007/s40617-015-0064-1.  
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I would like to welcome a dear friend and colleague, 

Georgiana Barzey. Georgiana has had 15 years experi-

ence working in the field and now has her own compa-

ny, All Behaviour Consultancy. Welcome Georgiana, 

First, please tell us a little about yourself. 

I've been in the field of Behaviour Analysis for almost 

15 years. During this time I have worked as an ABA tu-

tor, trainee behaviour analyst for NHS primary care 

trust, ABA supervisor for a local authority and a Behav-

iour Specialist for NHS inpatient services. I have great 

experience of providing ABA across a wide range of 

settings and populations. I've had the privilege of work-

ing with children, as young as age 2 to adults in their 

70's, diagnosed with Learning disabilities, mental 

health, ASD, development delays and general behav-

ioural disorders. Each area has been a challenge but the 

beauty has been in seeing how ABA can be applied to 

all of these settings and populations successfully. Out-

side of work I am a married mother of two young chil-

dren. I enjoy travelling and eating different foods. A 

long, long time ago I used to enjoy reading for pleasure 

but haven't done so for awhile! 

How did you become interested in Applied Behaviour 

Analysis 

I was first introduced to ABA during my Psychology Un-

dergraduate degree. I applied for a tutoring post to 

work with a girl on an ABA home program. I was drawn 

to the fact that the mother wanted to set up a school 

for her daughter. At the time I was trying to decide be-

tween Clinical or Educational Psychology as career op-

tions, so on paper this looked fantastic in terms of ex-

perience. Working with this girl under a BCBA consult-

ant was the  deciding factor in choosing a career in Be-

haviour Analysis over the other Psychology Disciplines. I 

thoroughly enjoyed going in for each session working 

1:1 and knowing I was making a difference. I thought if I 

was able to put myself in a position to do this everyday 

then I'd be happy knowing that I could wake up every-

day to making a difference to children and families. 

Now that I am a mother of two I truly realise how much 

of a difference our role makes to the lives of families. I 

am blessed to be in such a position. 

What are the goals of your company All Behaviour 

Consultancy? 

All Behaviour Consultancy (ABC) was founded on the 

basis of two things. The first was that all families who 

choose ABA as their intervention of choice for their 

children should be able to access it for free, much to 

the same degree that they get offered SLT and OT. The 

second reason was to provide behaviour analytical ser-

vices to populations of children that are not on the 

spectrum; hence the title All Behaviour Consultancy. 

Over the last 5 years we have worked extremely hard 

in our work with schools and LEAS to meet both of 

these goals. We have what I would consider the right 

balance in providing behavioural support to ASD and 

non-ASD children. Currently 50% of our caseload is 

funded by schools and LEA's all without going to Tribu-

nal. We continue to work to increase this percentage 

so that parents can get on with spending quality time 

with their children rather than fighting for the support 

and often times spending money they don't necessarily 

have just to get the support. We currently provide con-

sultancy services to Focus South and West London. 

Projects such as Focus are at the heart of ABC as they 

enable us to provide ABA services to children and fami-

lies who may not be able to otherwise afford it. In the 

future we'd love to engage with more projects such as 

Focus, as in essence they are what the company is 

about. 

What is one of your fondest memories/greatest 

achievements been? 

Professionally my fondest memory was attending my 

first meeting with an LEA commissioner with a parent 

wanting our support for their child. It was fantastic to 

sit side by side with the person who writes the cheque 

and see this parent talk from the heart about her child 

and what she believed we could do to help her family. 

It was a humbling experience to be sat in that room 

and hearing a mother lay her hopes for her child and 

child's potential future in our hands. The commissioner 

gave me time and space to talk about what we do and 

how we could help. My experience of doing so previ-

ously had been in 

Tribunal hearings; 

very unsettling. As 

the funding was 

agreed in that 

meeting I left with 

my hands shaking as I 

Interview 
       Georgiana Barzey 
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THANKS FOR READING 

Next month we will be looking at response prompting, 

and include events, terminology, NET plan and more! 

To subscribe email ‘SUBSCRIBE’ to our email account. 

Comments, questions or feedback? Please contact busyanalyticalbee@gmail.com 

NATURAL ENVIORNMENT TEACHING (NET) PLAN 

PLAY IDEAS 

Arts and crafts are fun activities for children, especially 

if you base it around your client’s favourite reinforcers. 

This can be favourite TV characters, foods, activities, 

people, etc.. This activity can contrive mands for  items 

including scissors, glue, pens and the name of the items 

pictured, i.e the character names, foods, etc. (mand 

targets, 5M, 6b, 6M). You can also contrive motivation 

for actions, including cutting, sticking or drawing/

writing (mand target 7M). These can also be targeted 

receptively or as tacts. The action tacts can also be tar-

geted, for example “What am I doing?” - cutting, gluing, 

drawing, etc. (tact targets 6M, 7d, 7e, 7M). If you have 

character pictures you can make those characters act 

out some other actions 

(e.g. jumping, sleeping, 

etc.) to include even 

more actions. There is 

also an opportunity to 

incorporate conversa-

tional (Intraverbal) tar-

gets. These can include 

“You cut with …” - scis-

sors or “You draw with a …” - pencil (Intraverbal target 

7a, 7b). There is an opportunity for other intraverbals 

surrounding the topic of your arts and crafts, for exam-

ple if there are animals “cow says…” - moo (Intraverbal 

target 6a), or if you’re doing an activity around Sponge 

Bob the TV character “Who lives in a pineapple under 

the sea…?” - Sponge Bob square pants (Intraverbal tar-

get 6c). You could also use other materials to decorate 

your arts and craft including straws, glitter cotton wool 

balls, etc. to expand the activity. This activity also gives 

you the opportunity to practise writing skills, for in-

stance imitating drawing shapes (motor imitation target 

8b, writing targets 11a-11M). Also play skills, including 

colouring and using materials appropriately 

(independent play targets 12b and 13a, respectively). 

Have fun! 

Preceding skills reference to the VB-MAPP Assessment tool: 

 Sundberg, M. L. (2008) Verbal Behavior Milestones Assessment and 

Placement Program: The VB-MAPP. Concord, CA: AVB Press.  

TERMINOLOGY 

Adjunctive behaviours: These are time-filling behav-

iours, for instance smoking, biting nails, playing with 

hair which accompany a periodic reinforcement sched-

ule for other behaviours. This occurs when there is a 

break in reinforcement for behaviour (due to a interval 

schedule; reinforcement not available for a certain 

amount of time), adjunctive behaviours may occur. Also 

known as schedule-induced behaviour.  

PEOPLE WHO INSPIRE US 

This month I’m celebrating the hard work of Jane 

McCready. Jane set up ABA Access 4 All (ABAA4ALL) to 

promote ABA and help make it available to all families. 

Jane also works hard to break down misconceptions 

and misinformation regarding ABA therapy. After the 

success she found through ABA after her own son was 

diagnosed with Autism, she advocates for ABA therapy 

to be offered and accessible to all families. Jane’s son 

had ABA since the age of three and now attends a ABA 

school in the UK. Jane featured in the December edi-

tion, when she completed an interview, so if you want 

to learn more about her then please read this edition! 

You can also go to the ABAA4ALL facebook page to 

learn more. Thanks for all your hard work Jane! 
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knew that a precedent for this particular LEA had been 

set. I felt extremely happy and proud that not only had 

this family achieved what they wanted for their child 

but they had also opened the doors of opportunity to 

other children in the borough. Although it was a rainy 

day, in my mind it was a beautiful sunny day! 

What are your hopes for the future? 

I've really enjoyed the pace at which we've been able 

provide services to schools, LEA's and families. We 

pride ourselves in being a small consultancy. We em-

ploy BCBA's, trainees Behaviour Analysts, Qualified 

teachers, TA's and have strong network of other profes-

sionals whose support we can tap into, e.g. SLT, OT, Ed 

Psych, Physiotherapists etc. As a company we are ex-

tremely pleased with the support we provide and how 

it is delivered. We want to continue down the path 

we've started but with more direct referrals from LEA's, 

schools and community based projects. 

Thank you so much, Georgiana. If you want to find out 

more you can visit the ABC website or facebook page.  

mailto:busyanalyticalbee@gmail.com?subject=SUBSCRIBE
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http://allbehaviourconsultancy.com/
https://www.facebook.com/allbehaviourconsultancy


Comments, questions or feedback? Please contact busyanalyticalbee@gmail.com 

BACK ISSUE 

To celebrate our second anniversary, the previous 12 editions are available now. 

Here is a list of all the issues to date. You can read any edition between June 2015– May 2016 today via the respective link 

(click on the edition you want to view).  

You will be asked permission to connect with https://nebula.wsimg.com 

If you want to view an edition between June 2014-May 2015, email and request the edition.  

The email address is busyanalyticalbee@gmail.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WANT TO SUBSCRIBE?!  

MONTH / YEAR RESEARCH TOPIC 

June 2014 Must reads 

July 2014 Augmentative communication 

August 2014 Matching law 

September 2014 Discrete Trial Teaching (DTT) 

October 2014 Functional Assessments 

November 2014 Toilet training 

December 2014 Differential Reinforcement 

January 2015 Parent training 

February 2015 Ethics 

March 2015 Mand training 

April 2015 Vocal Stereotypy 

May 2015 Organisational Behaviour Management 

June 2015 Integrity (Interview edition) 

July 2015 Reinforcement 

August 2015 Direct Instruction 

September 2015 Overview (Interview edition) 

October 2015 Good Behaviour Game 

November 2015 Overcorrection 

December 2015 Acceptance Commitment Therapy (ACT) and depression (Interview edition) 

January 2016 Littering 

February 2016 Preference assessment 

March 2016 Video Modelling (Interview edition) 

April 2016 Verbal Operants 

May 2016 Smoking 
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